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MIDSUMMER’S DAY SOCIAL EVENT 

Saturday 24th June      5.30 pm–9.30 pm 

Enjoy a Pot-luck Picnic Supper in Jenny’s garden.  

Please bring a dish of savouries (preferably finger or fork food) or a pudding TO 
SHARE and any alcohol you might like to drink.  

A welcome drink and soft drinks will be provided plus nibbles, bread, 
butter, cream for puddings and coffee or tea.  

Non-walking other halves most welcome.  

Please book your place by emailing info@wokingramblers.org  

 

WALKS LEADERS 

Unfortunately, we have had a couple of withdrawals from our panel of walks 

leaders.  

Please could all members consider leading a walk for the group? It can be both 

fun and very rewarding. Support is available from current members who would 

be happy to be a partner. Possibly, you know a good walk that you particularly 

enjoy and that you could show us? The route doesn’t have to be planned in detail 

by you – it could be a walk out of a book, or perhaps one from the Ramblers 

Routes facility on the Ramblers website. Remember that the more volunteer 

leaders we have within the group, the less the load on those members that do 

lead. 

The Surrey Area walks leading training course at Wotton village hall on Saturday 

20th May was fully booked, and the next one is on Saturday 19th August, again at 

Wotton. I understand that there may be a few places left. Please contact the 

course administrator Fiona Spencer fiona.spencer.psy@btinternet.com or 

info@wokingramblers.org if you wish to book a place. 
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER  

As I write this we are now well into spring. Looking back at the past winter, it was (on the 

whole) remarkably dry though there were occasional wet and windy days when it was more 

tempting to stay indoors rather than go out walking. Gill & I have a holiday cottage up in 

Northumberland, but we noticed both in February and more recently in April that 

temperatures were often warmer up there than down here in Surrey. The oddities of the 

British climate! 

One good feature of the Ramblers is that you can walk with any group. Sylvia reported in 

the February newsletter that we had had 34 visitors from other groups on our walks. Just 

before Christmas, we had one such visitor from Eildon group in the Scottish Borders on a 

walk I was leading. When up in Northumberland in early March, Gill & I paid Eildon group a 

return visit by joining one of their walks. And on our last trip north we went on walks with 

Alnwick, Berwick, and Hexham groups. 

I’d like to echo Malcolm’s thanks to all our members who played a part in revising the book 

of circular walks based on the Basingstoke Canal. I’m looking forward to seeing the results 

of their work. 

In my capacity as a Vice-President, I attended Ramblers General Council in Southampton at 

the end of March. General Council is the equivalent of the national AGM, just as Surrey 

area has its own AGM and Woking group has its own AGM. Surrey Area, as the largest in 

the UK, is one of only a few areas entitled to 3 delegates – all the others can have only 

two. AGMs might sound boring, but this was an interesting meeting with no less than 15 

candidates to fill 7 vacancies on the board of trustees. And there was plenty of opportunity 

to network with, and learn from, members from other areas. 

I had a 1:1 walk from Brookwood with our CEO Vanessa Griffiths on a wet Wednesday 

morning in mid-May so that she could pick my brains on Ramblers’ matters generally (and 

to test the quality of our waterproofs). It was a really varied and worthwhile conversation. 

She showed a real interest in our group, and how our membership figures are progressing 

compared with nationwide trends. 

Unfortunately, the proposed short break in Okehampton next autumn has had to be 

cancelled due to lack of numbers. But many thanks are due to Jane Warner for making the 

effort to try to arrange it. 

Finally, a warning that I have been asked to circulate. Please be aware that an individual 

pretending to be from the Ramblers has been trying to contact members asking for 

sensitive personal information. Although we are only aware of around 20 cases nationally, 

please do take care - don’t reply, don’t open any e-mail attachments, and don’t open any 

links - if you receive such a communication. Please advise 

membership@ramblers.zendesk.com of any suspicious activity; alternatively you can phone 

Ramblers Membership Services on 0207 339 8500.  - Brian 
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Mike Lipscomb – a tribute 

Have you ever been on a ramble 
so glorious that it made your very 
heart dance 
yet at times so difficult that you had 
to fight back the brambles? 
 
Have you ever had the hairs stand 
up on your neck 
when listening to him talking about 
his walks 
or sat transfixed by Explorer map 
145 
discussed with more feeling than 
most men would ever dare admit? 
 
Have you ever shuffled your feet on 
paths and tracks 
following the correct way with such 
precision 
whilst keeping time with his stick 
yet with such rhythm and energy 

you felt exhausted at the close? 
 
Did you ever know a man so keen 
on classical close harmony choral 
music 
sung by the King’s Men of 
Cambridge 
at their annual concerts in Woking? 
 
Did you ever see a man more 
content with life 
more happy with his lot and a 
kindness in his eyes 
filled with a joyful expression 
that on his walks or at his concerts 
he’d had his friends with him at his 
side? 
 
Will we ever see again, oh, such a 
man 
so perfect for this place, for this 
corner of England 
his knowledge of ramblers’ ways 
nurtured in his heart 
and given freely to us all? 
 
I wonder if you knew such a man 
perhaps you met him some time 
ago 
well if you did you’re lucky 
for you knew Mike too. 

 

Brian                                          

(With apologies to Andrew Miller) 
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This cartoon was drawn by Curtis Hylton some years ago. Since gaining his degree in 

Art and specialising in illustration, he is now a freelance artist. Find him on  

www.curtis-hylton.com. He still enjoys walking having been introduced to Woking 

Ramblers as a teenager. 

 

FOOTPATH SECRETARY’S NOTES 

Byfleet FP129, Wisley FP3(part), & Wisley FP566: the definitive map modification 

order to upgrade this route from footpath to bridleway status was originally published 

by Surrey County Council in July 2016. But it then became apparent that there had 

been a small omission of procedure. An order has to be served on every landowner 

affected. But one landowner could not be traced, and in such circumstances SCC should 

have applied to the Secretary of State for dispensation to advertise the order on site 

and addressed to “the owners and occupiers of the land crossed by the path”. This had 

not been done. However, SCC was later granted the necessary dispensation and the 

order was then re-published in March 2017. It’s a good illustration of the detail of law 

and procedure that has to be observed for what at first sight seems a simple enough 

task. As previously advised, the Ramblers are not objecting to the upgrade. 

The case of Pigeonhouse Bridge (Woking FP83/Ockham FP5) is no nearer to 

being resolved. The latest information from Surrey County Council is that “a 

replacement bridge would be very costly (£300,000 to £400,000) due the location and 
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width of the river at this point, and this level of funding is simply not available at the 

current time”.  

It doesn’t help that the county’s annual rights of way maintenance budget for 2017/18 

has been slashed from £300,000 to £100,000 (it was over £400,000 a few years ago!). 

There will therefore be a significant reduction in the amount of work the council can do 

themselves. There is likely to be increased reliance on volunteers. 

That logically leads me to thank everyone who so enthusiastically came to help on the 

path maintenance task at Pyrford Green on 11th April when we successfully replaced a 

stile with a gate, installed a waymark post, and did some vegetation clearance.  The 

task was completed well within the morning, and Surrey County Council was very 

pleased with our efforts. We have already been asked to tackle further jobs, and I have 

agreed in principle though as yet no date has been agreed with SCC. Possible jobs 

include re-decking a small footbridge near Fox Corner, and another gate/stile 

replacement at West End (both tasks would involve some vegetation clearance too). 

Please watch the group programmes and/or e-mails for further details.  

Brian. 

 

NEW TRACKER TEAM 

We now have a small walk tracker team who monitor the upcoming walks to ensure 

that we always have a minimum of three weeks confirmed weekday and weekend 

walks and escalate if required. If you’d like to join and help by monitoring for a 30-day 

period every few months, please send an email to info@wokingramblers.org or contact 

me, or any committee member direct. It should not be too onerous, the more 

volunteers the better. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITY 

 Facebook –www.facebook.com/wokingramblers 
 Twitter –twitter.com/wokingramblers 

 

DISCOUNTS 

Also, a reminder that you can get discounts at several local outdoor shops:  

Cotswold, Guildford or Kingston   

Snow & Rock, Chertsey. 
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BASINGSTOKE CANAL CIRCULAR WALKS – BROCHURE UPDATE 

Rambles on the Basingstoke Canal 

3rd Edition 

Edited by Malcolm Brickwood and 

Roger Cansdale 

A5, 36 pages. Colour maps and photos 

£4.00 incl p&p 

This is the latest book to be published describing 

circular rambles on and around the Basingstoke 

Canal. The twelve walks have all been reviewed 

and, where necessary, revised by the local 

Ramblers and the book has a new set of maps. 

The walks are suited to families as well as more 

experienced walkers. 

To order please email Denise Smith at sales@nullbasingstoke-canal.org.uk. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

The newsletter is open to contributions from everyone. If you would like to share any 

walking experiences, we would be pleased to include them. Please send to Jane Warner 

at  info@wokingramblers.org. 

 

Copy date for next newsletter: 11 September 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. 

Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number: 

1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment,  

London SE1 7TW. 
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